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Shelter News T surviving a difficult year

Every other part of PAWS exists for one purpose: to support the work of the Shelter. It is a temporary

home to up to 120 dogs and 20 cats. Yet there are only two very-paré employees who supervise
the work of 15 regular volunteers, and manage the complex veterinary files and re&esping now

NEIljdzZA NER 2F | NBIAAGSNBR FYyAYFE NBAOdzS OKIFNRGeEd

The big challenge came in March, when Fepruary of PAWS Holland we had lost [l

any new arrivals for two months. More gproad. A new partnership was ur-
importantly for shelter volunteers, we gently needed.

immediately had to lay off our futime
shelter manager, whose wages we could
no longer meet.

Renée Fortuin, who had forged the o
original link which became PAWS Hol- e
land, sprang back into action. Within a
An emergency regime was quickly put in month a provisional agreement was in ‘
place, with Yvonne Tromp (volunteer-co pjace with a Dutch shelter at Reddings- N PA bl
ordinator) and Didi Arias (animal behav- poei. The first transport carrying 28 Yvogﬁg#romp '
iourist) sharing the manager role. dogs left PAWS on 11th March and all . . _
But the crisis was about far more than went well. A permanent arrangement summer is always a testing time at

. . ; PAWS, with many of our regular volun-
money. With the announced closure in Was now in place. . y 9
teers wanting to escape the heat else-

Yet despite closing the shelter t&LL \yhere. And this year was a hot one!
new dogs for two months while a finan- | \was made worse by a neighbouring
cial rescue was being soughtie still  armer leaving produce to rot and gen-
had to take in 51 dogs in that periad erating a brief plague of flies! Yet only
Most were simply dumped near the gne or two of our overseas volunteers
shelter when the staff were not on duty. & 2 ¢ RyQid G118 GKS
By June life had settled a bit. New dogdothers not only stayed, but were really
could be admitted again on a strictly keen to return.

limited basis, since we could no IongerTremendous credit must go to the
2 LIS NI U 80-Off LW DAl ® Q  Ifgefch 5 Bgementt&am and all
we were still critically short of volun- . .

the volunteers for their heroic ef-

2 teers, particularly a maintenance per- ) i ;
e . . forts in keeping the shelter going.
Didi Arias with Treenie and Jess son.

Homing o more dogs than any year since 2005!

Although we lost our main outlet for homing dogs ) Cats & kittens
PAWS Holland at the beginning of the year, PAWS Dogs & puppies Total homed (so far}8
recovered to home oveB00 - more than any year sin- Total homed (so farB01 .
. . Spain 15
ce 2005 The figures on the right show how well theSpain: 51 G a3
new arrangements in the Netherlands are Working'Netherland' 174 ermany
115 dogs homed were under six months old. We have ' el calis usliteied ik
sent a total of 6 transports abroad this year. FurtherC€rmany: 56 In foster care 23
transports to both Holland and the UK will go in earlyUK: 18 Waiting list 19
2012. A tremendous effort in a difficult year! 7th Dec: 80 dogs in the shelter. 7th Dec: 23 cats in cattery.
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other seventy people who work here. She wen
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spectrum of our activities, givethe end of her stay
their time, skills and effort free, and promptly
and almost all pay their own ex-bookedup to come
penses. again in Septembe|

The words in the headline areAnd she posted *?i}‘

from just one shelter volunteer slide show ONn YO,
who came from Belgium andTu_be urging  othe

stayed for two weeks in one of animal lovers to do
the caravans there. Many arethe Same.
students, animal lovers looking toVolunteers
widen their
from their home countries.

Tamara and friend
come

Hungary in August.
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the coach back and another 42 hour
journey aheadc¢ they were already
looking forward to a return trip next
year.

h dzNJ
tion without these enthusiastic,
committed visitors. But we par-
ticularly need more local volun-
teers., Whether it is just an hour or
two a week dog walking or groom-
ing, or the more arduous cleaning
out shifts. It takes seven volun-
teers on duty every day to keep

exper.|i

experience away from all over. We had our first ones from the shelter running. And above all
They endured 42 hourswe need a regular maintenance

Tamara was an exception to thjs coach travel to get here, arriving at 11 pm at person with practical skills; at
an executive secretary to the Bel_Vera Coa_ch stanop, and started_ yvork at 9.30 times we wonder if half the struc-
gian Government in Brussels whdhe following morning.  And waiting to catch e jg danger of falling down

More problems- but more cats helped than in 2010!

2011 has been a difficult year for everyone at PAWBut particularly so for the Cat Section.

Following the

emergency closure in March our biggest programméeral cat neutering- was suspended completely for two

months. We have been struggling to find foster homes when the small cattery was already full. And a chronic
shortage of volunteers to work with cats has meant we have again had to close our doors to any new arrivals.
Yet despite all this, in the first nine months of the year we managed to help and treat over 200 cats and kittens.

The figures (opposite) are all higher than a year agwhen there was no particular emergency!

The majority of our cats are home
in Germany thanks to our partners
Alstrays and Katzenherzen, but th
is becoming difficult because of th
sheer number of cats appearing o
the German website. We are in d
rect competition with several other
similar organisations.

Our biggest allies are the vets
use, in Turre, Mojacar and Vere
They have not only kept prices lov
but have also fostered cats and kit-
tens for us when we have been un-
able to accommodate them.

cats now rehomed

The feral cat neutering programme
was resumed in June. This has bee

I @SNE AYLRNILF Yy
case to Town Halls in the area that
we perform a genuine public ser-
vice and fully justify some financial
support from them.

Our work with Cats is sometimes
overlooked because we house
fewer of them than dogs, and

PAWS is often perceived as a dog
rescue society. It is decidedly not!
Hopefully next year will be better

and we will see more volunteers
come forward to help, foster and

adopt our beautiful cats.
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Rai sing the funds to save a

Fundraising became more important than ever in 2011. And what a year it has been. All the traditio-
yIEt t!12{ S@Syida o6SNB 22AySR Ay GKS OFfSyRINJ o8&
sky dive to the PAWS Aid rock concert!

Spectrum Radio started the rush in early April with an ep’
Giga-Crawl¢ rising young Mojacar singer Ashley Cathca
played in 10 different bars along Mojacar Playa, starting
noon and still going around midnight in the Irish Rove
Then Sol Times launched their Sponsored Sky it8
first-time divers who threw themselves into space on
wing and a prayer (and a parachute of course).

There were Garden Parties, an informal outdoor theat
performance (compete with singing dog!) and we welcc
YSR 0 OILRWHINXW SN0 ! dz3 dza
on the Beach party at the Ankara Bar.

The PAWS AID concert in September not only brought
ISGKSN) a2YS 2F GKS [ SOl yiS
a sevenrhour live broadcast by Bay Radio and an Houg . . ~
television report on PAWS by a local Spanish station. azet OFNRa [ Re ale2zNbaaz w2:
red) with PAWS volunteers who helped organise the

But the undoubted star prize goes to the Golf Tourna- PAWS AID concert.

ment and Fashion Showvhich raised a massive
enznnn Ay 2yS RI&od

Pete Fleming Pepe Ib‘arra

t!12{ 2g¢y W I {62YIl ' PAWS supporters enjoying musiy' Pedro Flemingo, one of the head-
who skydived in Junet KS by Ashley Cathcart during the line bands at the PAWS AID

¢ 0 0
SELISNARSYyOS So WD-AANI 6f Q AY concert in Septmeber.

Huge thanks to the usual suspects (PAWS volunteers and others) who organised the egdmis
especially to our local media who gave us so much help. All three weekly English newspapers and both
radio stations not only gave us great publicity, they each became centrally involved as sponsors and
contributors to events!
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In the Spotlight- People & PAWS

aL 62N] SR gAdK $he lpughs gusiilly at the mempny of the
ferent organisations in the first subtle armtwisting originally employed to

year, said Ellen recently.

|CameLJSNJ§dzIRS KSNJ a2 auIeCD

cific threeweek projectc but | NB &+ NRH¢

YSOSNI Sa0FLISRE LQY aidAff KSNBHE
PAWS has been well supported

over the years by all the local

@pSiax odzi 9ftSyQa O2y i iNROdziAZ2Yy KI &
been outstanding. She gives

PAWS a massive 65% discount on

her own services, and a 20% dis-

count to PAWS members for

GKSANI 26y

FYAYFE &

G{ dzNB= L

One of the undoubted stars of the could probably have a bigger
PAWS firmament is our vet Ellen practice and make more money

Sobry. Ellen works quietly in theA ¥ L KFR adl&SR Ay
22dz 62y'R@ Iy gl | UK G BlleagtRvok enia piasentyl rsher
arly as fulfilling.” My life is utterly

backgroundc o dzii

single animal or human volunteer,
or a PAWS member who takes

GKSANI 26y

Ot AYAOS 6K2

five years ago because she felt therey VYV SNE

.8t 3Adzyzé aAK

surgery in Turre

dedicated to helping animals,

d 0 much more
3Ueflljljca ereg‘att;pa% b&néuse ¢ dZNF'é?a Turns Author
ay Ry fa2B8S s KSNI 3nB 1§ 0t

Ellen trained and qualified as a vet i”EIIen is not only a skilful surgeon,
her native Belgium, but came to Spainy § x5 KSNJ 3Sydt Sy (I OGFdt G4o6SRAARS

GKAOK &2

SYRSI NA KSNJ

was a real need here and she wantedygiy to the animals and their
to be somewhere she could make asometimes distraught owners.

difference.

Beauty and the Beast (poor Austin!)

We had a real live Beau-
ty Queen drop in at the
Shelter in April. Miss UK
Amy Carrier paid a flying
visit to Mojacar. While

here, she heard about
PAWS and wanted to
see it for herself. Wit-
hin hours of returning

home she had posted a
message on Facebook
urging her fans to sup-
port PAWS. Amy is pic-
tured (left) with boy-

friend Joe Wright, PAWS President Karen Polansky and
W3 S SStIBways the fitzl td éheck out any new arrivals!
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God. In fact the book was written by Jane

Seigal who adopted Tara from us in 2003.

When Tara died last year, Jane (an esta-
blished magazine and travel writer) crea-

ted an imaginative memoir entirely from
¢CFNFQa LRAYOG 2F OASoo
download from the Amazon Website at

our spefidf @ @md half the profits go to PAWS.

(see the PAWS website for detajls



